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Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Folktales –Using the Socratic model
Grade Level: Grade 10
Materials: 
A projector for pictures, or if a projector is not available, then a whiteboard with tape or something similar.

A whiteboard to write down class observations and ideas.

Each student needs individual paper and writing utensils to take down notes as well.
Summary (and Rationale):  Where did folktales originate? Because printing presses were not invented until the 1600s, people needed some way to tell their stories to future generations. Having students think critically about these things will help their critical thinking skills. 

I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): Give a brief review of folktales: what makes a folktale, basic characteristics, etc. [5-10 minutes]
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	When shown a series of pictures, students will think critically to come to at least two written conclusions and a paragraph about how folktales originated and why.

When shown a series of pictures, students will participate in a class discussion, making at least two spoken points, about how folktales originated and why to contribute to the discussion.
	When shown a picture, the student will participate in a class discussion of how folktales originated and why, writing down his or her two favorite points from the discussion as well as a paragraph with their explanation to turn in for assessment.

When shown a series of pictures, students will participate in a class discussion, making at least two spoken points about how folktales originated and why in order to contribute to the discussion. The instructor will make note of who speaks and how many times. 


State the objective: [1 minute]

Assessment: No additional time.
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  Today, I will put up a few pictures on the board. What we are going to do in class today is look at the pictures and draw conclusions from them. The pictures here are examples of very early printing presses and how the printing presses were used (metal stamp picture). Printing presses were first invented in 1440 and first used in the U.S. in the 1600s. Now, think back to our introduction to folktales. What is one thing that folktales are well-known for? (Answer I’m looking for: that they were originally spoken, not written.) Yes, exactly! Now why would the originators of these folk tales want to speak them to one another instead of writing them down and printing them, especially when the printing press had been invented already? [10 minutes]

IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): 
Guided practice will be a class discussion. During this discussion, we will look at the printing press and make inferences about the topic. Why, if the printing press had been invented, did folk tales continue to be passed down orally? Some examples of what I am looking for in this discussion are: 

· A lot of people couldn’t read around that time, so having the folktales written down would be pointless

· It was expensive to do

· It was time consuming

· Printing presses weren’t readily available

[30 minutes]
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): Summarize what we have discussed in the class. What items mentioned do you believe were most vital to their decisions? [10 minutes]
VI. Independent Practice: Have students write a short paragraph about two of the ideas mentioned. Have them write a paragraph of at least six sentences about why they chose to write these down, and why they are important. This will assess who was actually paying attention to the discussion. [10-15 minutes]

STANDARDS:
W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.4: 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Technology:

HS.TT.1 Use technology and other resources for assigned tasks.
Plans for Individual Differences: 
Make sure to write all of the points made by the class on the board so the hearing impaired can read them. Also, if a person cannot contribute vocally to the discussion, just have the student write what they would have said in the discussion on the assessment sheet.
References (APA style):

North Carolina Department of Public Instruction. (2012). “English Language Arts English I-II Common Core 

Unpacking Standards.” Retrieved from http://www.ncpublicschools.org/acre/standards/common-
core-tools/.

North Carolina Department of Public Instruction. (2012). “Information and Technology Essential Standards.” 


Retrieved from http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/acre/standards/new-standards/#it 

Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology. (2012). “Literacy and the Printing Press.” Retrieved from 


http://www.peabody.harvard.edu/node/479
“Printing Press.” Retrieved from http://www.briarpress.org/?q=system/files/Copperplate%20printing%20press%20from%201714.jpg
“Metal Moveable Type.” Retrieved from http://dwarfplanetpress.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/800px-metal_movable_type.jpg
