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Subject(s): English II
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Folktales
Grade Level: 10
Materials: whiteboard, markers, notebook, writing utensils
Summary (and Rationale):  Folktales are an often neglected aspect of literature. Having students really understand a folktale will benefit the continuation of these tales, and hopefully build a newfound respect for them. It will also help students distinguish between folk tales, short stories, and poetry, which will be useful literary knowledge for the future.

I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): review of other aspects of literature (poetry, short stories) No establishment of prior knowledge for folktales because this lesson is meant to be used to establish the beginning of the folktale unit. [5-10 minutes]
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	When asked to define folktales, students will give at least one characteristic that they believe defines folktales.
	Students will give one characteristic of what they believe a folktale is and contribute it to the class discussion. Using one characteristic of each student, the class will construct a concept map of what they believe defines folk literature.

	When given a list of characteristics of folktales from class discussion, students will write a short folktale using some of the characteristics mentioned in class. 
	Students will write a short folktale of approximately 400 words using at least two characteristics of folktales discussed in class. 


State the objective: [2 minutes]

Assessment: [no additional time]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance): 
Today, we are going to begin our unit on folk literature. How many people know what folk literature is, or have read folk literature previously? Maybe you have, and you know you have. But there may be some of you who have read folk literature previously, and just did not realize it. Have you ever read a story about trickery? A story with a value or moral? A conflict between good and evil? 

These are a few examples of characteristics of a folktale. A folktale can be about nearly anything, but normally they are stories with morals that have been passed down vocally. 

[10 minutes]

IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): 
Examples of characteristics/themes I’m looking for: problems of young adults, fear of leaving home, fear of being love or giving loved, trickery, basic values, good and evil, right and wrong, justice and injustice, happiness, kindness, friendship, loyalty, using animals

Here is where I want to make a concept map on the board at the front of the classroom. In the center of the concept map, I want to have “folktales” written. After this, I will draw branches off of this center concept using the information the students provide. Students will provide me with characteristics/themes of what they believe make a folktale. Examples of what I’m looking for are listed above. A few examples of characteristics/themes were mentioned previously in section III. Hopefully students will be able to base other ideas off of what has been previously given.

I also would like to have short discussions about what the students have suggested. Sample questions may be as follows:

Why do you believe this characteristic describes a folk tale?

Do you have any examples from a folk tale?

Why do you believe folk tales involve these different themes?

[15 minutes]
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): 
Review the concepts we have taken from the concept map exercise. Take questions from students if they have any about the exercise or about folktales in general. Make sure they have a sure grasp on the concept of folktales. 

[5 minutes]
VI. Independent Practice: 
Have students take out a sheet of paper. Using their newfound knowledge of characteristics/themes of folktales, have the students construct a short folktale of approximately 400 words using at least two of the characteristics talked about in class. Use this time to review the students’ writing as well. Does each story have a theme? Character development? Proper capitalization and punctuation?

RUBRIC:

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=ShowRubric&rubric_id=2187948&
[20 minutes, have them take it home for homework if they do not finish in class]
STANDARDS:
RI.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.

W.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

W.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Plans for Individual Differences: 
The discussion and charts on the board should help both auditory learners and visual learners. Students are free to ask questions if they have a hard time grasping the elements of a folktale. If a student takes a while to write, they will be able to take the story home to complete it.
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