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Subject(s): English II: 10th grade Language Arts
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Folk Tales

Lesson Title: What Makes Folk Tales Different
Grade Level: 10
Materials: textbook, handout of “Coyote Finishes His Work,” web handout (from http://www.teachervision.fen.com/graphic-organizers/printable/57591.html) 
Summary (and Rationale):  Distinguishing between texts is important to help understand different aspect of literature. By comparing folk tales to short stories and poems, students will learn to distinguish between different types of writing styles.

I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): 5 minutes. Review terms associated with short stories (ex. Prose, point of view) and poetry (ex. Rhyme scheme, rhythm)
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	When given a literary text, the student will analyze the style, purpose, and organization of a folktale versus poetry and short stories and provide three examples.
	After reading a folktale, students will analyze what makes it different than a poem or short story by providing three examples. Students will work in groups of four or five to create webs of the plot and supporting details. Each group will use their web to present their findings to the class. After all of the groups have presented, combine the best of each group to create a class web. Use the class web to create a class poem from the points in the folktale.


State the objective: 1 minute

Assessment: No additional time is required.
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  

When students enter the classroom, they will be asked to write their own definitions of stanza, imagery, metaphor, simile, poetic rhythm, prose, point of view, and rhyme scheme. Clear up any misconceptions about these to lay framework for lesson. 

Read “Coyote Finishes His Work” aloud. Lead discussion as to why it is different than a short story (no imagery, simple language, repetition).  

Have students write down three differences between the story they have just heard and poems/short stories to turn in for assessment.

After finishing this class discussion, split students into groups of four or five. Let them choose a folktale to read as a group from the ones listed in the textbook. 

[20 minutes]

IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): 
In groups, students will choose a folk tale to read and discuss. They will be given a Spider Map handout in order to graph the plot of the story and supporting details. 

Have the group choose a folk tale to read from a folktale listed in the textbook. Have each person in the group take a turn reading aloud. 

Once they have finished reading the story, have them use the Spider Map to graph the plot of the folk tale and the supporting details (approximately four. Three is okay, and more is appreciated). Once the group finishes this task, they are to take their spider map up to the front of the classroom to present what they have written. 

Once all groups have finished presenting, the best details from each map will be collaborated into making a class poem. Elect one student to write the finished product, and have the rest of the class create decorations for the final piece. Hang up the poem once it is finished.

[30 minutes]

V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): 
Have students reflect on what differences they found in folk tales as opposed to poetry or other forms of writing. List a few on the board.  

[5 minutes.]
VI. Independent Practice: Students individually select another folk tale and repeat the spider map exercise again for homework.
STANDARDS:
RL.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative aspect of specific word choices on meaning and tone.

RI.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.

W.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
Plans for Individual Differences: 
If a student is of a lower reading level, be sure to put them in a group with a student of a higher reading level so that the students can work together. For groups who are having a hard time finding good examples of supporting details, give them a few examples to get them started. For a student who has a fear of public speaking, be sure to place them in a group with a very outgoing person so that they can work together.
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